REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

M.  DALE  WOOD,  M.D. 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1940 


Horne  and  Son,  Ltd.,  Printers,  Whitby. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

WHITBY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


for  the  year  1940 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

In  presenting-  my  Report  for  the  year  1940,  I  am  glad 
to  be  able  to  record  that,  with  the  exception  of  some  cases 
of  measles  among  children,  the  health  throughout  the 
District  has  been  good. 

By  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  the  details 
presented  are  again  in  an  abbreviated  form. 

While  adequately  maintaining  the  essential  Health 
Services,  many  prospective  advances  and  improvements 
which  had  been  contemplated  have  had  to  be  curtailed  for 
the  time  being,  owing  to  the  prevailing  war-time  conditions. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  DALE  WOOD. 

Grape  Lane, 

Whitby, 

Yorks. 


July,  1941. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 
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SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  .  n 3^771  acres 

Estima^ed  Population — 

1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936. 

iiuSSo  11,530  11,510  1 1 >570  11,690 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 


1940.  1939-  1938.  1937-  ^936. 

3'946  3>75o  3^760  3,774  3,728 

Rateable  Value  .  ;^5o,624 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  ;£^i95 


EXTRACT  FROM 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

OF 

THE 

YEAR  1940. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Live  Births  . 

.  83  ... 

77 

160 

(Legitimate) 

.  78  ... 

75 

•••  153 

(Illegitimate) 

.  5 

2 

7 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  . .  13.8 


Still  Births  . 

/ 

3  ••• 

10 

(Legitimate)  . 

7 

3  ••• 

10 

(Illegitimate)  . 

0 

0 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

still)  births 

.  .  58.8 

Deaths  . 

...  94  ... 

87  ... 

181 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  . 

.  15.6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of 

the  Registrar-fleneral’s  Short  List)  .  i 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . .  5.7 
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Deafh  Rate  of  Infants  under 

One  Yea 

r  of  Age 

• 

• 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate  . 

0 

3 

Illeg'itimate  . 

0 

• 

0 

Total 

•••  3 

0 

3 

All  Inl'ants  per  i,ooo  Live  Births  . 

18.4 

Legitimate  Infants  per  i,ooo  Leg 

Itimate  L 

ive  Births. 

19.2 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  i,ooo  Illegitimate  Live  Births 

0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ag-es) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages) 

0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years  of 

age) 

0 

1940 

• 

• 

For  the  whole  of  England 

and  Wales  per  1,000  of 

total  population:^ — 

Live  Birth  Rate  . 

14.6 

Death  Rate  (all  causes) 

14*3 

DEATHS  AT  SPECIFIED  ACES 

• 

Age  In  1936.  1937. 

1938. 

1939- 

1940. 

Years.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Under  i  ...  2  3  4  2 

2  3 

7 

I 

3  0 

I  to  9  ...  5  0  52 

3  2 

I 

2 

5  0 

10  to  19...  2  0  I  0 

0  I 

3 

I 

2  2 

20  to  29  ...  I  I  3  I 

4  0 

2 

I 

3  0 

30  to  39  ...  5  3  42 

6  2 

0 

I 

7  6 

40  to  49  ...  6  6  5  ‘i 

4  4 

3 

0 

4  0 

50  to  59  ...  73  15  16 

6  10 

10 

5 

8  6 

60  to  69  ...  21  12  II  22 

17  15 

15 

14 

21  14 

70  to  79  ...  34  33  26  2,8 

24  23 

21 

33 

21  34 

80  and  over  13  ii  12  19 

6  15 

19 

15 

20  25 

All  ages  ...  96  72  86  93 

72  75 

84 

76 

94  87 

Total  ...  168  179 

147 

160 

181 

6 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1940. 

According'  to  Reg^istrar-General’s  Classification:  — 


Males.  Females.  T’tl. 


I . 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

0 

0 

0 

2 . 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

n 

o- 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

4* 

Whooping-  Coug-h  . 

0 

0 

0 

5* 

Diphtheria  . 

0 

0 

0 

6. 

4'uberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

3 

5 

/  • 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . 

2 

0 

2 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . 

2 

0 

2 

9- 

Influenza  ...* . 

2 

0 

2 

10. 

Measles  . 

0 

I 

I 

1 1 . 

Ac  :  Polio-myelitis  &  Polio-enceph  : 

0 

0 

0 

12. 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

13* 

Cancer  of  Mouth  and  Oesoph  :  (M.) 
Uterus  (F.)  . 

3 

0 

3 

14- 

Cancer  of  Stomach  A’  Duodenum  ... 

2 

2 

4 

15- 

Cancer  of  Breast  . 

I 

■  4 

5 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

6 

10 

16 

17- 

Diabetes  . 

I 

I 

2 

18. 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  . 

12 

16 

28 

19. 

Heart  Disease  . 

18 

26 

44 

20. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

2 

3 

5 

21 . 

Bronchitis  . 

2 

3 

%j 

22. 

Pneumonia  . , . 

3 

0 

3 

23- 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

6 

'-> 

3 

9 

24. 

Ulcer:  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

0 

0 

0 

25- 

Diarrhoea  under  2  vears  . 

0 

0 

0 

26. 

Appendicitis  . 

2 

0 

2 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . 

I 

4 

5 

28. 

Nephritis  . 

3 

2 

5 

29. 

Puerperal  &  Post-abort :  vSepsis  . 

0 

0 

0 

30- 

Other  Maternal  Causes  . 

0 

I 

I 

31- 

Premature  Birth  . 

2 

0 

2 

32. 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth 
Injuries  and  Infantile  Diseases... 

I 

0 

I 

Suicide  . 

0 

0 

0 

34- 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  . 

I 

0 

I 

35- 

Other  Violent  Causes  . 

/ 

2 

9 

36. 

All  Other  Causes  . 

13 

6 

19 

All  Causes  .  94  87  181 
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WHITBY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

RETURNS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1940. 

Outside 

Patients.  Urban.  Rural.  District.  T’tl 

Remaining"  Dec.  31st,  1939: — ■ 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

6 

2 

0 

.8 

Observation  . 

Admitted,  1940:  — 

I 

0 

0 

'i 

I 

Scarlet  F ever  . 

30 

1 1 

0 

41 

Diphtheria  . 

TO 

7 

0 

17 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

6 

I 

0 

/ 

Infantile  Paralysis  . 

I 

0 

0 

1 

Mumps  . 

I 

0 

0 

I 

Erysipelas  . 

I 

0 

0 

1 

Observation  Cases  . 

Discharged  cured,  1940:  — 

1 1 

I 

I 

13 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

33 

13 

0 

46 

Diphtheria  . 

7 

0 

14 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

4 

I 

0 

5 

Infantile  Paralysis  . 

I 

0 

0 

1 

Mumps  . 

I 

0 

0 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

I 

0 

0 

I 

Observation  Cases  . 

13 

I 

I 

15 

Died  during  1940:  — 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

I 

0 

0 

I 

Diphtheria  . 

I 

0 

0 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Remaining  Dec.  31st,  1940:  — 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Diphtheria  . 

I 

0 

0 

I 

Average  stay  of  Patients  in  Days 

33-93 

46.75 

37-01 

Daily  average  of  occupied  beds... 

5.68 

2-55 

8.23 

The  daily  average  of  occupied  beds 

was  in  : 

— 

1940.  1939.  1938. 

8.23  10.3  24.1 

i( 

937- 

5-8 

1936. 

4-5 

8 


SUMMARY  OF 

“  PATIENT-DAYS  ’ 

DURING 

Outside 

1940. 

Month. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

District. 

Total. 

January  . 

78  .. 

0 

296 

February  . 

.  249  ... 

117  .. 

0 

366 

March  . 

.  359  ••• 

179  .. 

0 

538 

April  . 

.  154  ••• 

191 

0 

345 

May  . 

.  194  ••• 

108 

0 

302 

June  . 

.  143  ••• 

42  .. 

0 

185 

July  . 

.  208 

54 

0 

262 

August  . 

.  229 

79  •• 

0 

308 

September  .... 

.  80 

3  •• 

2 

85 

October  . 

.  45  ••• 

31  •• 

7  ... 

83 

November  .... 

.  71  ••• 

32  .. 

0 

103 

December  .... 

21 

0 

132 

2o6i  ...  935  ...  9  ...  3005 


SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

There  has  been  no  chang-e  in  any  of  these  since  the 
last  Report. 
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SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 

THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

Fylingdales. — A  good  supply  has  been  maintained  to 
all  parts.  Fhe  cloudiness  of  the  water  from  Springs  4  and  5 
at  Spring  Hill  is  not  now  apparent. 

Goaihland. — More  water  has  been  pumped  from 
Mallyan  Springs  to  meet  increased  demand.  A  new  Hornsby 
pumping  engine  has  been  installed  as  a  stand-by  to  the  old 
Campbell  oil  engine,  which  is  over  30  years  old. 

Aislaby. — A  supply  has  been  laid  to  The  Hall  from  the 
old  w^orks  in  order  to  conserve  the  Lady  Hilda  supply,  which 
was  insufficient. 

Ugthorpe. — Great  care  has  to  be  taken  to  guard 
against  leakage,  which  very  quickly  causes  the  reservoir  to 
run  dowm. 

Westerdale. — (Privately  owned  supply).  Many  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  received  of  shortage  of  supply  to  certain 
consumers  ;  the  representations  made  on  the  subject  to  the 
owners  of  the  supply  have  so  far  failed  to  bring  about  much 
improvement. 

It  w'ould  appear  that  the  pipes  are  so  old  that  they  are 
liable  to  many  leaks,  and  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  a  large 
part  of  the  system  to  be  re-laid. 

Lealholm. — (Privately  owmed  supply).  Was  recently 
extended  to  houses  in  Low'ood  Lane. 

Roxby. — No  improvement. 

Sneaton  Thorpe, — No  improvement. 

Hawsker. — No  improvement. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  are  several  places  in  the  District  where  an 
improved  sewerage  system  is  very  necessary.  Among 
these  are: — ^Grosmont,  h'gton,  Glaisdale,  Lealholm,  Danby 
and  Castleton. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Conversions  to  Water  Closets  .  ig 

N  ew  H  oLises,  Water  Closets  .  4 

New  Houses,  Earth  Closets  .  o 


TO 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  scheme  for  refuse  collection  by  the  Council’s 
vehicles  has  been  extended  to  Westerdale  and  Commondale. 

Refuse  is  collected  from  approximately  2,850  houses, 
at  a  cost  of  ^£^1,739  per  annum,  which  includes  Labour  and 
Maintenance  costs  as  well  as  Tipping-  places  at  Eskdaleside 
and  Mickleby ;  that  collected  from  Fylingdalcs,  Hawsker 
and  Stainsacre  is  dealt  with  at  the  Whitby  Urban  District 
Council’s  Destructor  Works,  the  approximate  cost  of  this 
during  1940  being  ^46  5s. 

SALVAGE. 

I'he  material  is  sorted  at  the  Works  and  Tips  and  the 
salved  material,  iron,  non-ferrous  metals,  rags,  jars,  etc., 
sold. 

This  salvage  scheme  commenced  in  August,  1940,  and 
the  materials  sold  up  to  December,  1940,  realised 
^Ti3  7s.  9d. 

The  sales  of  waste  paper  by  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Services  realised  ;2£^i04  19s.,  and  the  sale  of  old  iron  on 
behalf  of  the  Red  Cross  Organisation  ;i£Tio  (approx.),  so 
that  the  total  salvage  in  the  District  realised  ;^328  6s.  9d., 
to  which  should  also  be  added  the  materials  salved  out  of  the 
Rural  collection  at  the  Whitby  U.D.C.  Works,  as  well  as 
that  at  Eskdaleside,  which  is  disposed  of  by  the  owner  of 
that  tip  (these  two  sources  comprising  in  all  about  one-third 
of  the  total  collection). 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  sum  of  ;^,Ti3  7s.  9d.  credited 
to  the  Council  is  a  somewhat  poor  showing,  but  it  is  pointed 
out  that  the  carriage  of  most  of  the  above  salved  material  is 
done  bv  the  Council’s  vehicles. 

SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 

Overcrowding,  1940. 

(i)  Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  .  12 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  12 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  72 

(iv)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  o 

(v)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  .  t 

(vi)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  ii 

Demolition. 

Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  during  the  year  ...  i 


1 1 

SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 


OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Registered  Cow-keepers  and  Dairymen  .  617 

Number  of  Inspections  .  100 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

No  licences  are  now  issued  for  private  Slaughter- 
Houses  ;  and  under  the  Government  Centralisation  Scheme 
all  Slaughtering  for  the  Whitby  Rural  District  is  done  at 
Egton,  and  allocation  to  butchers  is  made  from  there. 
Number  of  Inspections  made  .  70 

Carcases  Condemned. 

471  stones. 

SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL 
OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1940. 

Total  cases  Cases  admitted  Total 
Disease  notified.  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  .  12  .  ii  .  o 

Diphtheria  .  7  7  o 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  i  o  o 

Pneumonia  .  i  o  3 

Cerebro-Spinal  .  i  i  o 

Measles  .  93  o  i 


ANALYSIS  OF  ACE  CROUPS. 


Age 

Period. 

Measles. 

Scarlet. 

Fever. 

Cerebro- 

Spin. 

Diph-  Puerp.  Menin- 

theria.  Pneumonia.  Pyrex.  gitis. 

Under  i  year. 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I —  . . 

..  8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 - 

••  4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

^ _ 

0  . 

••  4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4—  . 

7 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

5  . 

..  38 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 0 —  . 

••  13 

I 

2 

0 

0 

0 

15—  . 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

20 —  . 

. .  10 

4  ' 

I 

0 

I 

0 

35—  . 

I 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

45—  . 

2 

I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

65  and  over  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

••  93 

12 

7 

I 

I 

I 

12 


CANCER. 


'Fhe  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  and  Malignant 
Disease  were:  — 

1940.  1939*  193^-  1937*  1936- 

28  27 


22 


1937 

29 


'4 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1940. 


Age 

Periods 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Non-  Non- 

Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Respiratory, 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

to 

I 

year  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

to 

5 

years... 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

to 

15 

years... 

0 

0 

I 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

to 

25 

years... 

0 

I 

I 

0 

0 

n 

0 

0 

25 

to 

35 

years... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

35 

to 

45 

years... 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45 

to 

55 

years... 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

55 

to 

65 

years... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65 

and  over  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

I 

5 

I 

2 

3 

2 

0 

Five  Years : 


1936  I  5  I  o  o  3  2  o 

1937  .  II  46  31  II 

1938  4  4  I  3  3  4  o  2 

1939  5  4  2  I  I  I  I  I 


1940 


21  51 


23  20 


13  15  13  II 


9  12  64 


Totals 


^  U  a 

f  . 


'■I' 


K' 


I  tr~ 

A'ff* 


